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How to Avoid Accidents with Deer

Deer-related road accidents are on the rise
throughout in Hokkaido, up to 2,430 accidents in
2017.

Kamikawa - Okhotsk
Tokachi- Kushiro
Nemuro Districts:
1,166 accidents

2,430 deer
accidents
in Hokkaido

@®Number of Hokkaido Sika Deer Accidents per Year
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(Data Source: Hokkaido Prefectural Police, website)
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@®Number of Hokkaido Sika Deer Accidents per Month
(2017)
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(Data Source: Hokkaido Prefectural Police, website)

An individual adult Hokkaido sika deer is comparable in size to a human
or a passenger car. A collision could injure the occupants of the car!!
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An Experience of :
Hokk:ido Sika Deer Accidents

| was involved in two collisions with :
1 deer. The first accident cost 400,000 ¥
yen in repairs, and my car was ,
written off in the second accident.
I The deer broke through my front §
I windscreen, and came so close that 1

1 . .
3 | thought I might be killed. 1
#Vehicle insurance average payout amount 1 - Ms. “A” of Mukawa Town *
Data Source: Studies by The General Insurance Association 1
of Japan Hokkaido Branch - ——— =l

Drive Map - Distances and Times

While the distance may seem to be short on a map, it might
actually be far away in real terms. Since speed limits may
change according to climate-influenced conditions on
some roads, it is important to plan your driving trip in vast
Hokkaido free from time constraints.
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Figures of distance and time have been rounded down/up.

From Northern Road Navi operated by the Civil
Engineering Research Institute of Cold Region

To check distances and driving times between attractions,
cities, and more...

Visit the “Northern Road Navi” mobile site!
http://n-rd jp/

For the latest national and prefectural road closure information...
Visit the “Hokkaido Regional Road Information”

mobile site!
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An accident with

an Ezo sika deer

is a matter of life
: and death!
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When and where
will they appear?

]
> Know the risks!
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Understand the Behavior
of Hokkaido Sika Deer to Stay Safe

Six Rules to Avoid Deer Collisions

Reduce Speed in any of these Situations

© Deer often jump out at early morning
or evening!

Deer are most
active at sunrise
and around
sunset.

Sunrise
Sunset

@ Deer are seldom alone!

Hokkaido sika
deer behave in
herds.

After the first deer
crosses a road,
several more will
often follow,
sometimes sud-
denly jumping out.

© Shining spots at night mean danger!

The eyes of Hok-
kaido sika deer
appear to glow as
they reflect the
light from vehicle
headlights.

O Deer are clumsy on paved roads!

The Hokkaido sika
deer is known to
be swift and
graceful, but its
movement is
clumsy on paved
roads. Even when
cars approach,
deer sometimes
do not run away.

Slippery!

© Brake marks on mountain roads are signs of danger!

Black brake marks
on the road may
be a sign of deer
activity. Take
these as a warn-
ing, and lower
your speed.

O Keep an eye on roadside forests!

Hokkaido sika
deer consider
roads that pass
through forests as
just another part
of their territory.
Whenever you are

Even
the road is near forests, be
deer aware that deer
territory!

could jump out at
any time.
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