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At 2291m, Asahidake (8fF) is the
highest peak in Hokkaido and one of
| the 100 Famous Mountains (B %1l
| hyakumeizan) of Japan. Combined
with amazing views over the rugged
voleanic scenery of the Daisetsuzan
range and relatively easy access via
a ropeway it's not surprising that it's
one of the most popular destinations
for local hikers and visitors alike. If
the weather conditions are good and
you have the time it is well worth
heading to the wild onsen at Nakada-

ke (FRERR).

LOCATION

Asahidake is located in the Daisetsu
mountain range in central Hokkaido.
This hike starts and finishes at 1600m
from the upper ropeway station at
Sugatami on the western flank of the
mountain above Asahidake Onsen
spa.

GENERAL NOTES

ONLINE ROUTE GUIDE L4 E E
P 0 ]

asah!-naka

CENTRAL HOKKAIDO

The main season for summer hiking on
Asahidake is July and August; before
and after this you need to be prepared
and equipped for snow on the ground
and/or falling from the sky. The base for
this climb is at Asahidake Onsen, a small
collection of lodgings and hot springs
below the ropeway up the mountain. Itis a
major tourist destination and can be busy
with coachloads of sightseers from Japan
and neighbouring countries, especially in
summer and during the season for autumn
colours.

ROUTE TIMING AND NOTES

Expect 2.5 hours to the Asahidake
summit, then 2 hours back. The route is
well defined, but if descending directly
from the summit back to the ropeway
in mist be careful not to lose the path. If
continuing on to Nakadake onsen (&8
) the trail junctions are marked by large
signposts (in Japanese). From the summit
take the trail east heading to Mamiyadake
(A= 5, 2185m, about 1 hour) down past
the Ura-asahi designated camping area (ne
facilities). Early in the season this descent
will be over a large snowfield. From
Mamiyadake head north to the Nakadake
Junction (P43, 30mins). Here drop off
the ridge to the west down to Nakadake
onsen (40mins) and Susoaidaira (25T,
gathe marked trail south
way at Sugatami (ZEH,

ple parking in the large
ropeway station, some

rom JR Asahikawa Train
T
Asahikawa Denki Kido
|- 0166 23 3355), that
Hake-Onsen spa area. As
. there were four buses
11, 09:41, 13:11, 16:24)
g (09:30, 12:00, 15:30,

18:00). The fare is arcund 1430ven

one way, and it takes around 1
hour 40 minutes. See the link to

the Ideyugo Bus timetable at http:/ —
asahidake. hokkaido.jp/en/

SAFETY NOTES

This is a dangerous place in bad
weather with real risks of hypo-
thermia for poorly equipped hikers.
Conditions and visibility can change
quickly, it is very exposed to the wind
and the upper slopes can be much
colder than down at the lower rope-
way station. Carry appropriate gear.

ONSEN NEARBY

Nakadake Onsen is one of the highest
and wildest hot springs in Hokkaido.
It's small and pretty hot, though, and
most peeple just soak their weary
feet for a while. In Asahikawa Village,
try the youth hostel Daisetsu Shirak-
abaso (800yen per persen). m
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https://hokkaidowilds.org/ ski-

touring/niseko-haute-route

SKI CYCLE HIKE PADDLE
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Niseko Haute Route

15 hours 2000m

The Niseko mountain range is string of lava domes and stratovolcanoes running from
the eponymous Mt Niseko-An'Nupuri in a roughly East-West orientation to the coast
of Hokkaido on the Sea of Japan. A spring traverse along the Niseko range offers a
great one-to-two-night introduction to under-canvas ski touring with the option to
dial up, or down, the physicality by selectively bagging & skiing off peaks along the
way. Often referred to by locals as the Niseko Haute Route, the tour becomes even
more high-class for those who are prepared to drop down to the old Nimi onsen ruins
to put together a y i with g 'mal water.

We visited this route on Mar 25,2022

Thecrew: Rob, Chris; Timbahand Ben

ROUT= MAP

1308m

Mar-Apr

GPX ROUTE FILE DOWNLOAD

KML ROUTE FILE DOWNLOAD

TOPOMAP & GEOPDF GSIQ

oo [ o

‘ 1 - Nizakn Ranne Traveras Ski Tnnr (Hakkaidn  lanan)

el

IL— bFDE
Fm AR




2022.02.28 Monday
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Ztafiiinthik 20735  Niseko Avalanche Info
No0.073

IhEEEF10cnAR VY PEMFIRRTE E47800m—6 2EAIEA11.9m
EFI1ScmT E100cm i TEI H60cmIE F FLRAFUNI50m— 3 5EALAIIm
HEROm/SEEREIh P (2FI3AFEE E271250m- 12 B 15m/ s 1 F
REIhEXFRI[TE BESEFHPALA1Im HERPHLEASmRE

101 0hPaiE=1 Tm it 7 — FRUMED .

FEABEICGRLE. LWEGIRE. FOER LN YESI0OnE FEEE L&
FIHNEE. HI—EOLATFES@D. TS A0ESEOFRUIVESL. 5
FEIVRST-FRPLIEZVHARICEERL TEIN R THRBIFL YT
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SHEEZOPERLSFEROS. FLYFHRBIEL. E68EEIER. #
EEREMEL., EARE. BEISE. BRI LS.

Moiwa base: —3°C, 10cm new snow, moderate westerly, snow storm, poor
visibility. Moiwa §00m: —6 2'C., WNW11.9m/s, 15cm new snow, 100cm
cornice development, 60cm snow drift development. Annupuri 1150m:

-9 5°C, WNW11mSs, gusts to 20mSs, new snow blown off and wind crust
developing. Hirafu 1250m: —13'C.W15ms/s.new snow blown off. blizzard.
Coastal data— Benkei cape: WNW14mss, Kamui cape: WNWEm/s, 1010hPa,

17m waves. Mountain weather data on a separate site.

The isobars are close together, the seas are stormy with an increasing
swell and the mountains are in blizzard conditions with cornice and
snowdrift development abowve 800m. East facing cornice slopes are
accumulating snow with hich avalanche risk on 30deg slopes. At the
moment snowdrift developmentihard slabs) is shallow, howewer
development is rapidly increasing and there is the risk of drifts fracturing

on weak layers with little stimulation. Peak gates will be closed. Please

atrol's decision . Do not duck ropes._ Riding in the trees is
today. Wisibility is limited, be careful of crashing into trees

tacles. It feels cold today, beware hypothermia and frostbite .
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The Niseko mountain range is string of lava domes and stratovolcanoes running from
the eponymous Mt Niseko-An'Nupuri in a roughly East-West orientation to the coast
of Hokkaido on the Sea of Japan. A spring traverse along the Niseko range offers a

great one-to-two-night introduction to under-canvas ski touring with the option to

GPX ROUTE FILE DOWNLOAD

KML ROUTE FILE DOWNLOAD

dial up, or down, the physicality by selectlvely bagging & skiing off peaks along the
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‘way. UTte eko Haute Route, the tour becomes even
more high-class for those who are prepared to drop Beo
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with g 'mal water.

We visited this route on Mar 25,2022

The crew: Rol s; Timbahand Ben
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. MNiseko Haute Route

{Niseko Range Traverse
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N==D TO KNOW D=TAILS
} [/ — I\ h‘\ j t iﬁ ]‘E Q LOCATION The Niseko Range is in the southwest of Hokkaido, about 2.5hrs (90km) drive west of Sapporo City. It stretches east to west, from

the bustling ski resort town of Niseko to the Japan Sea coast. Skiers can start the traverse at either end of the range (see more

7: ! O — '_ h\ details below).
— - 9 TRAILHEAD (opens in Google Maps)

I® GENERAL NOTES The moniker Niseke “Haute Route” was borrowed by locals from the European version, but the concept is the same: a multi-day.
high-level ski tour route up in the alpine, ticking off as many of the major peaks in the range as possible along the way. When
visibility is good - as is often the case in spring - this is an incredibly inspiring route with plenty of variation. The descents off
Niseko-Annupuri, Iwaonupuri, Nitonupuri, Chisenupuri, Mekunnai-dake, and Raiden-yama are also amazing. The final descent

from Raiden-yama to the sea is a particularly unique experience that caps off an amazing volcanic traverse.

} b _ IN 0) « Direction: Most skiers complete the traverse east to west. That is, from Niseko to the sea. This direction involves about

- 20% less climbing overall (and also means 20% more downhill). Symbolically, this direction has an aesthetic appeal. The

## EE’ $ IE escape from the madding crowds of the resort area, all the way to the wild ocean...
1A Where to start: If starting in the east, most skiers start at the road-end car park near Goshiki Onsen on Route 58. A ‘true’

traverse might start at the base of any of the four major ski resorts of Niseko, however hiker access is limited on the

southeast side of Niseko Annupuri - consider taking one of the first lifts (8:30am) up and hiking to the Niseko Annupuri
peak from there. The King Lift #4 in the Niseko Grand Hirafu ski area gives most direct access to the peak via Gate 3. Note,
however, that backcountry gate openings are not guaranteed (see the Niseko Rules here), and the west face of Niseko-

Annupurican be horribly wind-affected and icy, particularly on early-spring mornings. If the purist in you must hike from

the base of Niseko-Annupuri, then a ridge-line hike to the west of Osawa Bowl starting from just east of the Niseko Moiwa

Ski Area Center Lodge (around here) might be feasible, however make sure to start well before 8:30am. as the Osawa Bowl

and Back Bowl sees a huge number of sidecountry skiers descending from first lifts (see Moiwa Ski Area map here, and

topomaps here).

Where to end: The Japan Sea coast side of Raiden-yama is a labyrinth of rugged cliffs, high narrow spurs, wind-stripped

ridgelines, and deep, tightly wooded gullies. As such, there’s no pleasant way to finish close to Cape Raiden-misaki HEL#

(location), which would, arguably, be the purist’s choice of route terminus. Therefore, most skiers opt to ski from the

Raiden-yama summit due north towards lwanai Town. Arguably the most aesthetic balance between access, skiing quality,

and a true sea-side finish is to ski the ridge north from Maeraiden-yama past the 997m point, just west of Narukami Falls

IS DA (location), and northwards to the little abandoned fishing port at Shikishimanai EEM (location). There's a small

parking area there and a bus stop (6 buses daily, see Transport Options below). That ridge offers very nice skiing, if not

wind-packed for most of the season. Skiers tempted to ski down to the derelict Asahi Onsen 8§ H385R (location) via

Raiden-toge Pass BE I and on to the derelict Raiden Onsen EEIR R (location) should expect a solid dose of adventure

skiing - think steep, very narrow and tightly wooded spurs with questionable snow cover, heading into tightly wooded

gullies and sketchy traverses. In theory, a descent from Raiden-yama west-southwest to the coast from Raiden-toge Pass
to the coast at Rankoshi Town (around here) is also possible. However, the Rankoshi Side offers no services - the Iwanai
side offers better public transport options back to Niseko, a good array of restaurant options, and even onsen.

+ When to go: The Niseko Traverse can be completed at any time during the ski season, from December till April. Surface
and weather conditions are best in spring (March till April) - expect fast hard-pack and/or corn and good weather windows
of up to 72 hours/3 days. In deep winter (December till end of February), surface conditions are as deep as they get
anywhere in the world, and weather windows of more than 12 hours are rare.

« Route timing: Spring - 10-20hrs (1-2 days) | In spring with firm surface conditions, fit skiers have been known to ski from
Goshiki to the sea, hitting all peaks along the way (30km, 2000m+ ascent), in a single one-day push of under 11 hours (see
Bine Zalohar's report here). Winter - 3-4 days | In the mid-winter months, the traverse becomes a much more challenging
ordeal - with shorter daylight hours, deep snow, and dramatically shorter alpine weather windows, expect up to three days
or more, with relatively little opportunity to remain in the alpine for the duration of the traverse (see Aaron Jamieson's late
February report here and the Way East video here).

« Peaks along the way: Niseko-Annupurl =277+ 7 1 (1308m), lwaonupuri - 72271 (1116m). Nitonupuri = B

F 71 (1080m), Chisenupuri TR T 1J (1134m), Shaku 7255 (1074m), Shirakaba-yama EIELL 35
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camp in consultation with the wind direction forecast. In general, plateaus and saddles in the alpine are very exposed to
the elements. Skiers may wish to sacrifice some elevation gain to drop down below the treeline to dig in for the night. The
Niimi Onsen ruins #7 RRREHMH (location) make for a unique overnight halfway along the range - note that as of 2022
there was hot water still flowing, but all buildings have been removed (only foundations remain).

MNone

If starting from the resort side of Niseko-Annupuri, take a lift up to Gate 3 (Grand Hirafu ski area, King Lift #4) or Gate 2
(Annupuri ski area, Jumbo Pair Lift #4) (trail map here), and hike to the Niseko-Annupuri peak. Descend to Route 58.

If starting from the road-end on Route 58 just beyond Goshiki Onsen, park up at the large snow-cleared parking area just before
the end of the snow-cleared road. Head up Iwaonupuri on the standard ascent route via the southern ridge to the looker’s left of
the bowl. This is a fairly mellow ascent, and the summit is flat and quite featureless. Descend the same way. While it might
tempting to descend the west side from the peak, this slope is steep, rocky, and has a number of bluffs.

Continue west towards Nitonupuri, via a picturesque rolling plateau. The climb up to the Nitonupuri summit is relatively short
and straightforward. If snowpack conditions are stable, there's a fine descent via the west face of Nitonupuri to the snowed-in
Route 66. A more conservative descent would be via the broad ridge to the skier’s left (south) of the west face bowl.

For the ascent of Chisenupuri, we've marked on the topemap the most conservative, common route up to the peak, via the south
face. If conditions allow it, connecting with the summer trail ridge would be the more direct, albeit slightly more exposed, ascent
option. Descend Chisenupuri on the south or southwest aspect - the west aspect proper is often wind affected.

At around 890m on the flanks of Chisenupuri, head due northwest across the broad, featureless saddle towards Shakunage-dake.
The Shakunage-dake peak is easily gained, and the descent north off the peak towards Shakunage-numa is very short-lived.
Continue in a north-then-northwest arc, following a broad ridge-like feature towards Shirakaba-yama. The descent from the
1041m point north of Shakunage-numa is very mellow, but the vast plateau-like descent is fast and inspiring.

Make the long traversing ascent to the diminutive Shirakaba-yama. From here, skiers need to decide if they'll push on in the
alpine, or drop down to Niimi Onsen to camp. The descent to Niimi Onsen wipes off an additional 250m of vertical gain (when
compared with just skiing to Niimi Pass), which needs to be made up for the next day. That said, the onsen hot water still flows
freely at the onsen ruins (just foundations remain), so intrepid skiers may wish to indulge in the ultimate Hokkaido ski touring
experience - wild onsen in the snow with a camp nearby. There's also a spring in the vicinity of the ruins, at the north end of the
large pond-like pool.

Regardless of whether you drop down to Niimi Onsen or not, you'll cross another road - the snowed-in Route 268. This roughly
marks the half-way point in the traverse. The ascent to the Mekunnai-dake summit is one of the more significant ascents in the
traverse - it's long and particularly exposed to the elements. Mekunnai-dake is an impressive volcanic dome with a very
distinctive rocky summit.

From the Mekunnai-dake summit, it’s a hard-packed, rattly descent down to the Panmekunnai Moor, after which the final ascent
of the traverse begins - the long, gradual approach to the rather anticlimactic featureless peak of Raiden-yama. If you've not
experienced any strong wind on the traverse yet, you'll most likely experience it here. Bitter northwesterlies blow uninhibited
from the Japan Sea. slamming into Raiden-yama’s buttressed northwestern side.

The most practical descent to the sea takes the skier along the broad northern ridge from the summit, via Maeraiden-yama,
skirting the 97m point. and down to the small hamlet of about five houses at Shikishimanai. This ridge offers some great skiing.
with views of the sea the entire way down. At the terminus of the ridge is a steep bluff, but just above the bluffis the ruins of an
old house. There's a decaying access path to the house to the skier's left of the house, which will lead you to the main highway.
Head just 50m southwest along the highway, and you'll come to the dilapidated Shikishimanai port. Surely it's time for a
celebratory swim!

You can either wait for one of the six buses that stop at the Shikishimanai bus stop, or walk the 5km northeast along the coast
road to the lwanai Bus Terminal 5P/ (25— = 7)1 (location).

Up| 8hrs

Down | 3hrs

Depending on the season, this route could take anywhere from 11 hours (in spring) to two to three days of around 8 hours each (in
winter). There's up to 2,500m of total ascent, with about 15 transitions required if hitting all peaks along the way.

Public transport:
The Niseko resort area is well serviced by public bus and rail from Sapporo City. See access details on the Niseko United website
here. Access to Goshiki Onsen in the winter is by private car or taxi only. Expect to pay around 7,000yen for a taxi from central
Hirafu to Goshiki Onsen. From the Raiden coast, there is a public bus service running buses six times daily to and from the lwanai
Bus Terminal. From Iwanai Bus Terminal, there is a direct bus back to the Niseko resort area via Kutchan Town. If you have to
escape from the route part way through, your most practical option would be to call a taxi. Note that in Hokkaido there are no taxi
callout fees, no matter how far.

By car:

There is plenty of parking at the large public snow cleared parking area at the Goshiki Gate on Route 58. There's also plenty of
parking at any of the ski areas around the southeast base of Niseko Annupuri. At the end of the route on the Raiden coast, there's
asmall cleared parking area just before the entrance to the Narukami Tunnel 158 222/ 1. on Route 229 along the coast, just
above the Shikishimanai Port (loc. ).

Print: HokkaidoWilds.org 1:25,000 TOPOMAP+
Official Topo Map: Nisekoannupuri (—1Z 177> 27 L)) - map no. NK-54-20-7-2
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above the Shikishimanai Port (location).

Print: HokkaidoWilds.org 1:25,000 TOPOMAP+

Official Topo Map: Nisekoannupuri (— 12 17 > 27 L)) - map no. NK-54-20-7-2
Official Topo Map 2: Chisenupuri (F1Z 3 1)) - map no. NK-54-20
Official Topo Map 3: Raidenyama (EEE L) - map no. NK-54-20-11-
Official Topo Map 4: Raidenmisaki (EELF) - map no. NK-54-20-11-1

NOTE: The official 1/25000 topo mapis) above can be purchased for 350yen from Kinokuniya

ora Station or orline fin Japan

The main aspect skiers are exposed to on the descent and/or ascent is South. Other aspects that may also be encountered while
following the route outlined on this page include: East, West, North. Therefore, keep an eye on the wea forecast afew days
ahead of your trip to monitor wind, snow, and temperature. Also, since this route is in the general vicinity of the Shiribeshi area,
consider looking at the Japan Avalanche Network avalanc s, Saturdays at 8am) or the
daily Niseko Avalanche In e extra insight into avalanche conditions in the greater area around
the route.

{updated Tuesdays, Thur

rmation website. These may

Current JAN Avalanche Danger Ratings for the Greater Niseko Region

Region:

Updsted: 20
vavive
This route is heavily exposed to changing weather conditions. But, it also offers

N N - Niseko H: ute Difficulty Ra
numerous ‘exit’ options to ski down to one of the snow-cleared road ends. Be sure fo take

a map so that you know where these escape routes are. Avalanche hazard is very

CATEGORY GRADE  POINTS
manageable with good terrain selection options throughout the trip.
Strenuousness
s See our tips for keeping safe while ski touring in Hokkaido here. Vertical Gain A 40
« Notify the police of your backcountry plans online using Compass - instructions Time ascending A 10
here. Technicality
Altitude 10
Hazards @ 6
Navigation T [
TOTALS 72/100

GRADES range from A (very difficult) to D feasy). More
getails here Rating rubric adapted from Hokkaido
AR

Yukiyams Guidebook

Windy.com weather forecast for Niseko Haute Route

Given this Is 2 point-to-point tour you'll have options at both the start and end of the trip. Goshiki Onsen &2 (location,
B800yen) is a must-visit at the eastern end of the range, as are any of the Niseko resort area onsen - our pick of the bunch is
Ikoinoyuyado Iroha & L\A [ (location, 800yen), hear the base of Annupuri ski area. In Iwanai there are two great
onsen up the hill by the lwanai ski area: San san no yu >+ * D5 (location, 500yen) and Okaerinasai onsen 577'3 D72 &1
(location, 800yen). Of course, during the traverse, there's the ‘backcountry onsen’ experience at Nimii onsen.

« Bine Zalohar's report and video here
« Aaron Jamieson’s report and video (plus one more report).

If you'd like to ski this route and/or explore other Niseko areas together with a local certified guide, get in touch with Jun Horie.
He's a Niseko-resident guide with seven years experience advanced-level ski instructing in Austria (he speaks German as well as
English and Japanese). He has also guided in New Zealand and has previously led guiding operations in Hokkaido before going
independent. See a full list of English-speaking Hokkaido Mountain Guides Association {HMGA) guides on the HMGA website,
here

©+4bout guids [inks on Holkksida V
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By Chris Auld

It had been 25 months since I'd been able to join a Hokkaido Wilds trip, but with borders finally opening and my business visa in hand for some meetings in Japan, |
was able to tack some touring into the schedule. Our plan for the Niseko range traverse had come together slowly and then all at once. We'd been really focusing on
the Niseko area for a forthcoming project and this was absolutely one that we needed to tick off. We penciled the weekend a few weeks out, started a group chat on
Messenger for the logistics, and kept our eye on Windy.com for the weather.

Afew days out we made the call to do a Friday-Saturday trip; day one was forecasting bluebird but with winds increasing on the Friday night from the [warm] South-

West the second day would be more challenging. Getting to the campsite would be fine and then we'd need to make a call on the second day's section based on

conditions on the ground. We would start early on the Saturday morning to try and get-er-done before the forecast rain rolled in.
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